PURIM AT MBIJC |

Thursday
night, March
20th, at approxi-
mately 7:15 pm,
the Megilah was
read by Rabbi
Yehoshua
Zelikoviz in the

main sanctuary.

The Rabbi’s beautiful voice was constantly
interrupted by the loud sounds of the Graggers
that followed the recitation of Haman’s name.

Following the Megilah reading, the crowd
of approximately 200 people entered the Regency
room for refreshments
such as hamentashen,
pizza, french fries, and
some liquor. All in atten-
dance danced to the
freilach music played by a
veteran in the MBJC - Is-
rael Edelson, who was ac-

companied by
the voices of
R abbis
Finkelman and
Zelikovitz.

SATURDAY NIGHT APRIL 19 PASSOVER SEDER IN ENGLISH
SUNDAY NIGHT APRIL 20 PASSOVER SEDER IN RUSSIAN
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT I

In addition to
the pains and plea-
sure of being MB]JC
president, I am also
president of the
Brooklyn Region of
the Zionist Organiza-
tion of America. This
Purim we completed
our Eighth Annual
Mishloach Manot Project for Israeli soldiers.
2.500 Mishloach
Manot were person-
ally distributed to sol-
diers at Army bases
throughout Israel.
Each Mishloach
Manot was accompa-
nied by a personal let-
ter for a Yeshiva stu-
dent or donor ex-
pressing the writer’s concern and support of these
young soldiers and the dangerous jobs they are per-
forming to insure the
safety of Eretz Yisroel.
This year, among the
participating schools
helping to raise
money and write let-
ters were: Shulamith
School, Yeshiva of
South Shore, Magen
David High School,
Yeshiva High School for Girls - Central, Yeshiva of
Manhattan Beach, Rae Kushner Yeshiva High School,
and Kinneret Day School.

The soldiers were overwhelmed in their ap-
preciation, that Jews from New York took the time to
remember them. It brought the Purim spirit to sol-

Over

Continuted on Page 10

FROM THE RABBI I

One of the greatest
paradoxes of Bbrxp»
nxixt the Exodus, is
the Midrash that tells
us, “in the merit of
three special at-
tributes the Jewish
nation was taken
from Egypt”. ow1a5p
o31wY opY IR 1Y
x5v. They did not
change their Hebrew
names, they spoke the
Jewish language and
they wore clothing
that identified them
as Jews. Based on this Midrash it sounds as if the
Jewish people were strong in their Jewishness.

However, the Talmud tells us that the Jewish
nation sunk to the 49th level of impurity. Had the
Almighty not saved them when he did, they would
have fallen further and would have ceased to exist
as the Jewish nation. They would have been totally
assimilated and not recognizable as a separate en-

tity.

% i

Rabbi Yeizos/zua
Zelikovitz

How do we reconcile these two accounts?

It would seem that in areas of Jewish identity
they were strong but in Jewish practice they were
weak. They proudly carried themselves as Jews, as
is evident by their choice of names, language and
clothing. However, in behavior and morals they were
acting like Egyptians. We can discern from this an
important lesson. While Jewish identity is impor-
tant, laudable and was the primary merit that caused
our salvation from Egypt, identity without practice
does not remain. Had they stayed in Egypt longer,
their Jewish identity would have faded because it
was not grounded in action.

We must be proud Jews but we also must be
practicing Jews. We must respect our Torah from
where our code of behavior and morals emanate. We
must serve as a light onto the nations and as a bea-
con of morality to the people of the world. If we do
our part, certainly the Almighty will do his part and
shower us with Bracha, Hatzlacha and Gezunt.

A Freilich Pesach.

IPE1 9w AN
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SISTERHOOD NEWS
By Ida Kleinman

Purim is a celebration of Jewish survival. The
Jewish people overcame a formidable adversary. A
young, beautiful, courageous Jewess, Queen Esther,
was instrumental in setting into motion the events
which culminated in the survival of the Jewish people.

Hashem has shown us, repeatedly, how im-
portant the Jewish woman is. The lives of Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel, Deborah, Miriam show us only a few
examples of the strength and wisdom of the Jewish
woman. In modern times, we know of many Jewish
women who carried the torch of wisdom and cour-
age. The strength of the Jewish woman does not need
a public forum in order to be recognized; take a look
around you, at your families and friends, and you will
find many unsung heroines.

As we celebrate Purim and rejoice at Queen
Esther’s daring, let us also celebrate the Jewish women
in our lives—our personal Queen Esthers.

PRAYER BOOK |

To Ida Kleinman on the loss of her brother,
Abraham Bromberg, from: The Sisterhood, Evelyn
& Alfred Gollomp, Muriel & Bruce Bayroff, Libby
Linner, Mildred Altman, Martin & Bea Slepoy,
Geraldine Melinger, Helen & Mark Orbach, Lee &
Murray Novick, Vivian Singer, Joe & Tzippy Binder,
Mr. and Mrs. Mel Kwassman and Family, The
Jacobowitz Family

To Eileen Tucker on the loss of her mother,
Claire Baron, from: The Sisterhood, Lillian Diamant,
Valerie Reiter, Roslyn Wolfson, Ruth Elinsky, Libby
Linner, Lee Huberman, Ida and Sidney Kleinman

To Dr. Ivan Mauer on the loss of his brother,
from: The Sisterhood, Lee Huberman, Muriel &
Bruce Bayroff, Lee & Murray Novick, Sandy & Harry
Wanderer, Fran & Arthur Solomon, Mr. and Mrs.
Mel Kwassman & Family, Mr. and Mrs. Ira Bilus

To Rubin Margules on the loss of his father,
Manny Margules, from: The Sisterhood, Ida &
Sidney Kleinman, Ruth Kleinman, Lee Huberman,
Bernice & Mark Fleischer, Allen & Teri Litman, Helen
& Mark Orbach, Mr & Mrs Bruce Bayroff, Mr & Mrs
Arthur Solomon, Arline & Abe Harris, Mr. & Mrs.
Harry Wanderer, Mr. & Mrs .Mel Kwassman & Fam-
ily, Mr & Mrs Joseph Orbach, Mr. & Mrs. Ira Bilus,
Mr & Mrs Harold Rosenthal, Mr. & Mrs. Murray

continued on next column

From the Sisterhood:

Yom Tov Cookery Traditions
By Ida Kleinman

POPPYSEED COOKIES

1 cup fine poppy seeds 1/8 teaspoon salt
5 cup milk, scalded then cooled 1 teaspoon baking
powder
4 teaspoon cinnamon
1 cup currants
or seedless raisins

14 cup butter
Y cup sugar

1 1/2 cups flour

Soak the poppy seeds in the milk. Cream butter and
sugar. Combine with the other ingredients in the or-
der listed. Drop from the tip of a teaspoon to a greased
cookie sheet. Bake for 20 minutes at 350 For until
lightly browned at the bottom. Slip under a broiler
flame for a few seconds to brown lightly on top.

Yields approximately 30 cookies.

| GOLDEN BOOK |

Refuah Shlema to /da Kleinman from:
Evelyn & Alfred Gollomp, Libby Linner, Martin &
Bea Slepoy, The Sisterhood

Mazel Tov to Geraldine Melinger on the birth of her
first greatgrandchild from: The Sisterhood, Mr. and
Mrs. Bruce Bayroff, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Kleinman,
Ruth Kleinman

Mazel Tov to Vera Katz on the birth of a
greatgrandchild from: The Sisterhood, Mr. and Mrs.
Bruce Bayroff

continued from previous column
Novick, Mike Trager, Lorne & Chaya Liberman
To Greta Weingarten on the loss of her mother,
from: The Sisterhood, Arline Harris, Ida & Sidney
Kleinman

Custom Designs & Upholstery

Expert reupholstery of sofas, club chairs, dining chairs, etc.
Incuding classic Herman Miller Eames chairs and all Knoll
Furniture in beautiful leathers and fabrics

Recaning - Refinishing - Repairing - Factory Direct

PRESTIGE FURNITURE & DESIGN

Call Ira Bilus: (718) 721-2200 / (718) 934-3790
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ZAYIN ADAR SEUDAH
A UNIQUE AND DEFINING DAY IN OUR SHUL

On Sunday March 9th the Chevra Mishnayos of MBJC held its annual Zion Adar Seudah
and breakfast, a custom observing the birth and death of Moshe Rabbainu, our greatest tzaddik
and prophet.

It was unique because for the first time it was decided to show Hakaras Hatov, special
recognition, to not one but five Guests of Honor who have served the Chevra Misnayos with
great distinction and mesiras nefesh for many years. Over 60 people came to honor Jack
Mikulincer, Joseph Binder, Chaim Notkowiecz, Yitzchak Fridman and Vivian Singer who have
each helped to make the Chevra Mishnayos a warm and welcoming place for Tefillah, spiritu-
ality, Chevrashaft and sumptuous cuisine.

A beautiful plaque was crafted in their honor and is hanging permanently on the wall
in the Chevra Mishnayos. The old Hagba chair was redesigned and refurbished in beautiful blue leather with a
plaque affixed with the Guests of Honors names.

Let each of us in the shul family convey to them our individual and personal Hakaras Hatov and wish
them good health to continue their beautiful mitzvos Ad Meah V’Esrim.

Ira Bilus
Ritual Chairman

Top starting from left: Jack Mikulincer unveils the special “Hagbeh” chair beautifully refurbished in blue leather by Ira Bilus, Cantor Pinchas
Cohen opening the program, Minyan in the Chevra Mishnayos, honoree Vivian Singer

Bottom starting from left: A beautiful plague honoring our 5 honorees presented by Ira Bilus, , The Chevra Mishnqyos honorees: Yitzchak
Fridman, Chaim Notkowiecz, Joseph Binder, Jack Mikulincer, Joseph Binder, Vivian Singer, and Jack Mikulincer with a framed copy of the
plaque, Jack Mikulincer with granddaughter Elke Weiss

BAR MITZVAH OF NATHANIEL EVELKIN .

On Shabbos morning, Parshat Vayikra, March 15, 2008, Nathaniel Evelkin
celebrated his Bar Mitzvah at the Manhattan Beach Jewish Center.

Nathaniel Evelkin was born on March 6, 1995 in Brooklyn, New York. He
attends the East Midwood Hebrew Day School where he is an excellent stu-
dent. He enjoys tennis and playing piano. He is an avid scuba diver, obtain-
ing his scuba license when he was only 10 years old. He is a sweet, respon-
sible and very friendly young man although he is sometimes known to be
quite mischievous as he likes playing pranks on his sister.

We wish a hearty Mazel Tov to his parents, Boris and Victoria and to all the members of
his family. We would also like to thank the Evelkin family for sponsoring the lavish Kiddush
in honor of Nathaniel’s bar mitzvah.
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Passover Prayer Service &
Observance Schedule

Thursday, April 17th

Fast of the First Born

Siyum - After morning services followed by a light break-
fast (Seudah)

After 8:20 pm: Bedikat Chometz -- Search for Chometz
Say the first Kol Chamira nullification

Friday, April 18th

11:36 am: Chametz must be burned by this time.
7:21 pm: Light Shabbos Candles
7:00 pm: Mincha

Shabbos, April 19th - Erev Pesach

7:30 am: Services in Main Sanctuary (one minyan)
10:17 am - last time one may eat chometz
11:36 am - last time one may own chometz, say the
second Kol Chamira
7:15 pm: Mincha

-- Maariv:
after 8:23 pm: Begin preparing Seder and light candles
with bracha for Yom Tov and Shehechaynu
12:54 am: Latest time for eating the Afikomen

Sunday, April 20th - First Day of Pesach

8:55 am: Services in Main Sanctuary
- The blessing of Tal
7:20 pm: Mincha
Maariv - Sefirat Ha'omer
after 8:24 pm: Begin preparing Seder and light candles
with bracha for Yom Tov and Shehechaynu

Monday, April 21st - Second Day of Pesach

8:55 am: Services in the Main Sanctuary
7:20 pm: Mincha
- Shiur
8:15 pm: Maariv
8:25 pm: Yom Tov Ends

Tuesday. April 22nd - First Day of Chol Hamoed
5:45/8:30 am: Shacharit

7:30 pm: Mincha

Wednesday. April 23rd - 2nd Day, Chol Hamoed

5:45/8:30 am: Shacharit
7:30 pm: Mincha

Thursday, April 24th - 3th day, Chol Hamoed

5:45/8:30 am: Shacharit
7:30 pm: Mincha

Friday, April 25 - 4th day, Chol Hamoed

5:45/8:30 am: Shacharit

7:00 pm: Mincha

7:28 pm: Light Candles Brachos for Shabbos and Yom
Tov no Shehechaynu

Shabbos, April 26th - 7th Day of Pesach

8:30 am: Shacharit

9:30 am: Shir Hashirim

6:40 pm: Class on Shir Hashirim

7:25 pm: Mincha

after 8:31 pm: Begin preparing and light Yom Tov
Candles - Bracha only for Yom Tov

Sunday, April 27th - 8th Day of Pesach
8:55 am: Services in the Main Sanctuary

10:30 am: Yiskor
7:30 pm: Mincha
— Shiur
8:22 pm: Maariv
8:32 pm: Yom Tov Ends
9:00 pm: Refrain from opening or eating the
chometz that was sold until this time.
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Give to the Needy

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS

One of the most time
honored traditions of the Pass-
over season is for members of
the Jewish community to give
generously to their local Maot
Chittim charity campaign. Any-
one who has been shopping for
Kosher for Passover food lately
is well aware of the high cost of
the essentials for this holiday. Many worthy Jewish
individuals and households in our community have
approached us for assistance during this holiday pe-
riod. So, please send in your Maot Chittim contribu-
tion to the shul office in time for the funds to be

distributed before Yom Tov. Thank you.

LAUGHTER TIME
By Lillian Goldstein

Neighbor to little girl: “Mrs. Miller tells me you're
mowing her lawn.” Girl: “I'm only doing it be-
cause I like her.” Neighbor: “She said she’s paying
you $10.” Girl: “That’s why I like her.”

A man walked up to another and said, “Walberg!
what happened to you? You used to be tall; you
used to have blue eyes! Now you are dark with
brown eyes!” The man startles, said, “What are
you, nuts or something? My name’s not Walberg! “
“Oh ! even your name you changed!”

A young man was interviewed for ajob. “I'm pre-
pared to pay you $100.00 a week now, and $200.00
in three months, said the manager. “That’s fine”,
the young man said, “I'll be back in three months:.”

Teacher: “Why didn’t you do your homework?”
Student: “Ididn’t do my homework for medical rea-
sons. It makes me sick.”

A young man wrote a letter to his sweetheart. I
lover you so much I would swim the deepest ocean
to get to you. Ilove you so much I would crawl the
hottest desert to get to you. I love you so much I
wold climb the highest mountain to get to you. P.S.
[ will come to your house Saturday night it it doesn’t
rain.

Mazel tov to Dr. Yeruchem and Sue Reich upon the
upcoming marriage of their son Yosef to Elisheva
Esther Siegfried.

Mazel tov to Ted & Evelyn Weinberger upon the up-
coming marriage of their son Steven to Bracha Kessler
Mazel tov to Elliot and Judy Kurlander upon the birth
of a granddaughter, Leora, to Ari and Caren
Kurlander.

Mazel tov to Jay and Evelyn Haies upon the engage-
ment of their son David to Angela Baila Task.
Mazel tov to Pauline Bilus upon being honored by
Brooklyn Boro President Hynes as one of Brooklyn'’s
Extraordinary Women

Condolences to our President, Rubin Margules upon
the loss of his father, Manny Margules
Condolences to Cecelia Margules upon the loss of her
father, Morris Berkowitz.

March Yarzeits
SAT 1 PRISCILLA COHEN, mother of Lainie Isaacson
SUN 2 NECHAMA FLEYSHMAN, mother of Dr.
Bentzion Fleyshman
MON 3 BLANCHE FINKEL, sister of Allen Katz
TUE 4 GENIA MOHL, mother of Prof. Oscar Mohl
THU 25 MAX MARGULIES, father of Janet Ruston
MON 31 DORA BINDER, mother of Joe Binder
April Yarzeits
THU 3 ISAK KATZ, father of Leo Katz
MON 7 CHANA MACK, mother of Harold Mack
MOSES SCHERTZ, father of Bela Flom
WED 9 mother of Svetlana Khandros
MAE BAYROFF, mother of Bruce Bayroff
THU 10 MARK WIESELTIER, hushand of Stella Wieseltier,
father of Thea Fattal
SAT 12 ALICE EISENBERG, mother of Geraldine Melinger
YITZCHAK NOVICK, father of Murray Novick
SUN 13 MOSES EISENSTEIN, father of Toby Levy
SAT 19 EVELYN DRUCKER, mother of Richard Drucker
SUN 20 REGINA OSDOBA, mother of Sam Osdoba
MON 21 MORRIS BAYROFF, father of Bruce Bayroff
TUE 22 EDWARD RUSTON, father of Dr. Henry Ruston
FRANCES SORKIN, mother of Morton Sorkin
THU 24 DAVID WOLFSON, father of Evelyn Gollomp
FRI 25 NOSSON GELERNTER, father of Ted Gelernter
GITLA ORBACH, mother of Mark, Joe & Sidney
Orbach
SAT 26 JOSEPH KATZ, hushand of Vera Katz
MON 28 HILLEL MACK, brother of Harold Mack
WED 30 ETHEL GROSS, mother of Rosalie Rosenthal
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AISH HATORAH DISCOVERY SEMINAR
by Bernard Flom

The Manhattan Beach Jewish Center was host in
sponsoring a series of lectures from Friday night, Feb-
ruary 29, 2008 to Sunday morning, March 2, 2008. These
lectures and discussion groups were given by excellent
presenters from Aish HaTorah. As the lectures com-
menced, an accompanying study guide Discovery was
distributed to assist in understanding the wealth and
depth of materials presented. Understanding and com-
ing closer to Judaism could be comprehended on any
level. The main idea is to become aware and get involved
with your Judaism even if you think about it for as little
as five minutes a day to hours each week. There is some-
thing rewarding for each of us.

The topics included: “Distinguishing Knowledge from
Faith — Judaism is not a matter of blind faith”. Essen-
tially, we are not blindly following robots. Judaism is
more of a partnership between G-d and man. “Trans-
mission — Is Today’s Torah the Same as the Original”.
throughout the world, Judaic customs and practices may
vary, but when the Torah text is compared from world-
wide communities, amazingly there is no deviation from
thousands of years. “The Secret of Jews’ Immortality -
How is it feasible that we still exist?” Despite centuries
of anti-Semitism, Diaspora, and self-hating Jews from
within, somehow the Jewish nation survives —-a covenant
guaranteed between G-d and man. “Torah Codes — Dis-
cover the Torah’s knowledge of future events is strik-
ing”, modern and computerized techniques are used to
reveal historical events which have become phenom-
enally and verifiably predictable. “G-d’s Hand in His-
tory — Divine Control or Coincidence”, Torah laws could
only have been written by a G-d who could foresee and
control historical events in order to maintain a beautiful
daily life

For further information: Project Inspire (212)
391-6710 EXT 23, Gila. Website:kiruv.com. Discovery,
313 West 83rd Street, New York, NY 10024,

(212) 579-1388; (212) 921-9090. Website: aishny.com.

A CLASS IN LOVE AND MARRIAGE

There have been five lectures at the home of
Rabbi and Mrs. Daniel Finkelman which explore the
Kabbalistic sides of love and marriage. The lectures
also introduce the basic laws of purity and are be-
ing taught by a reknowned speaker Rabbi Yisroel
Azdabah, some of the chief Rabbi of Crown Heights
and draws a young, professional crowd from Man-
hattan Beach.

A MINYAN TO REMEMBER
by Dr. Zahava Stessel

If one wants to be a bit closer to heaven, he should
come to the combined minyan of a Hebrew school and
synagogue. There he’ll find the voices of children echo-
ing with the mourner’s Kaddish and ringing with prayers
of those devoted few who begin their morning by at-
tending services, regardless of rain or snow.

On December 6, 2007, the second day of
Chanukah, I was fortunate to participate together with
my husband, Meier, in a minyan shared by the Manhat-
tan Beach Jewish Center and the Yeshiva of Manhattan
Beach. I was there for the yahrzeit of Meier’s brother,
Nehemya, who died in Israel’s War of Independence. As
we arrived in the frosty morning, a group of students
from the Yeshiva of Manhattan Beach were already there.
They battled the cold and their drowsiness by drinking
the hot chocolate tenderly set out for them by their
teacher.

Soon we entered the large room containing the
ark and the bimah. The new and beautiful chanukiah,
donated by Rubin Margules, president of Manhattan
Beach Jewish Center, drew our attention and admira-
tion. The students, some before and some after their
bar mitzvah, quietly took their places. The mechitzah to
set off the women'’s section was in place. Boxes of tis-
sues donated by one of the worshippers, were positioned
around.

Shortly after, a mother and her twin sons bear-
ing refreshments arrived. Rabbi Zev Goldstein, the prin-
cipal, greeted them warmly. The boys had celebrated
their bar mitzvahs the week before. Now they were to
receive aliyot for the first time in front of this group. My
husband, one of the steady morning prayer attendees,
was given the tribute of reciting birkat ha-shachar
(morning blessings) honoring the memory of Nehemya.

Nehemya had belonged to the Plugah Datit (reli-
gious squad), number 33 of the Alexandroni Brigade.
The soldiers in that religious unit came from different
ethnic backgrounds. Some were Sabras; others hailed
from Yemen, Turkey, Morocco, Poland and Italy. There
were also several newly arrived Holocaust survivors from
Europe.

They participated in the battle for Jerusalem and
then as a group were transferred to defend the Negev.
There, military personnel from different squadrons re-
membered seeing Chanukah candles on the roadside.
The candles were lit by members of the Plugah Datit
before they went to fight the battle of Irak El Menashia
in the Negev - from where they never returned.

An Auschwitz survivor, Nehemya died with them,
his dream of living in the land of Israel fulfilled for only
a brief time. A number of unfortunate Holocaust survi-

Continued on page 10
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OUTREACH by Rabbi Daniel Finkelman I

The Wildest Story Ever Told

People share things; ideas, stories,
experiences — everything that goes along
with being a people. That’s why I'm quite
skeptical as soon as any people begin to
say, “You know what’s unique about our
belief system that nobody else has?”

The fact is, if it’s philosophy some-
one else has already either thought of the
same thing on their own, borrowed some
pieces and reverse-engineered it, or plain ripped the whole
thing off and claimed it as their unique world-view. All the
more so if it’s a legend or a myth — about creation, about
heroes, about how things got to be the way they got to be
— somewhere, some people in the world have some other
story with a lot of strong parallels. After all, we are all
talking about the same world from within the same bod-
ies. And we tend to share things, too.

Except for one, very enigmatic story. I'll challenge
anyone to find any people in the world anywhere at any
time — Inuits or Indonesians, Norse mythology or Navaho
legends, Greeks or Germans — that has a story anything
similar to this. People tell plenty of wondrous fanciful leg-
ends. There are nations descended from gods, from an-
gels, from fish and from eagles. Even from apes(!). There
are people that got to where they are with the help of bears
or dragons, magical boats or great volcanoes. But tell me
another people who tell their children, “We were slaves to
a terrible tyrant in a powerful land, and our G-d, Master of
the Entire Universe, took us out from there with a mighty
hand and an outstretched arm.”

Nobody, anywhere. If they tell the story, they tell it
about the Jews. But nobody thought to borrow it for their
own.

Perhaps that’s the greatest proof that it really must
have happened — because nobody could have made up
such a story. Proof is, nobody else did. And why would
they want to? Who wants to be descended from slaves?
And who wants to give all the credit to their G-d, with no
heroism left for their ancestors? Not only would they never
make up such a thing — nobody even wanted to borrow it.
Which is the real reason why there are people (and text-
books) today that deny the whole thing could have ever
taken place. Even if you believe in a Creator, this story is
hard. Which is just what Moses meant when he said, “Ask
the previous generations, from the time the world was
formed... was there ever such a thing in the world... that
G-d would take a nation out of another nation with signs
and wonders and all sorts of miracles...?”

In other words, it’s supposed to sound impossible.
Not because the human imagination is too limited to imag-
ine the wildest miracles possible. But because it goes against
every sort of thing the human mind likes to imagine. It is
counter-intuitive. Cognitive dissonance.

The human mind is in love with simple, organized

systems: So, where we can create order, we create it. Where
order defies us, we impose it. And if it refuses to obey, we
simply ignore the data and delude ourselves into imagin-
ing that it's there anyway.

That’s the way human philosophy worked for most
of history. As Einstein protested, “True, things should be
made as simple as possible — but no simpler!” Good ol’
Albert was only echoing the sages of his Jewish heritage
who, in so many different ways declared the same call for
empiricism. As Maimonides put it, “Opinions dont affect
reality. Reality makes opinions.”

But for most of history, human intuition made
things much simpler than reality.

Like when it came to the gods and the natural or-
der. People assumed there must be a hierarchy. The Ulti-
mate, Big G-d who made everything to begin with had to
be at the top, very far away from it all, so as not to get His
pristine ultimateness messed up with this messy world that
came out from Him. The gods further down could take care
of forces of nature, and even lower ones could deal with
mundane human crises — if the humans could come up
with a good enough bribe.

Orderly, intuitive. The material plane is at the bot-

tom, the infinite is at the top, and a complex hierarchy all
the way down in between. After all, the infinite, ultimate
was so high up there anyway as to not matter at all.
That was the way Pharaoh looked at things, and all his
advisors. Until Moses came along and introduced Pharaoh
to something radical: That when it comes to the Infinite
Supreme Being, there is no hierarchy. Infinite is everywhere
— just because it is infinite and unbounded. In the river,
in the animals, in the wind, in the fire and the hail and the
sun, in life and in death.

This is how we were born and this is who we are:
In counter-intuition to everything the human mind wishes

believe.

The Jew is the one who says the Infinite is not “over
the sea or up in the heavens”, not something intangible
that cannot be touched, too ethereal to be real, too lofty to
relate to our lives. The Infinite is here-now, at whatever
point in life you may be in whatever situation you've been
put in, there is always a simple deed you can do and bond
with the Infinite. Indeed, this is a Jew: The point of the
human consciousness where the finite material world and
the infinitude of G-dliness meet. And this is a mitzvah:
The act of fusion.

That is why they have never understood us. We
are counter-intuitive to them. “Why,” they moan, “are you
looking for G-d in those strange places? Don’t you know
G-d is to be found in the universal, in the heavenly, in
those matters so general as to encompass all mankind?
What is your obsession with the minutiae of material ritual
and physical objects?”

But this is us. They search for G-d up on high. We
find G-d in the woolen strings hanging from our clothes,
in the light of a wax candle and a cup of wine, in the sound
of children’s voices reading His Torah, in the crunch and
swallow of a matzah on Passover night.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT A MINYAN TO REMEMBER
Continuted from Page 2 by Dr. Zahava Stessel
diers and created a bond between us, demonstrating  consinued from Page 8

the tangible feeling and
connection between Jews.
These soldiers are fighting
not only for the Jews of Is-
rael but for all Jews the
world over.

This year, thanks to
the efforts of my good
friend, Col. (Res.) Moshe
Biton, 200 Mishloach Manot were delivered to the stu-
dents at The Yeshiva Mercaz Ha Rav Cook. We had
the privilege to meet the Rav of the Yeshiva and the
young man who shot the terrorist. Another 150
Mishloach Manot were brought to patients at Tel
Hashomer Hospital.

In addition, the Brooklyn region of the Zionist
Organization of America wanted to do something spe-
cial for Sderot, and in response to requests from Alon
Davidi and Motti Itzaak, town leaders, sponsored the
town’s Purim party. Over a thousand people attended,
including hundreds of children. A full buffet plus band,
singing balloons, jugglers and story telling highlighted
a festive Purim party that brought Semeach to a town
in which “joy” is in short
supply. The party was fea-
tured on Channel 10 in Is-
rael.

Together, with As-
semblyman Dov Hikind, I
arranged for the distribution
of 5.000 Mishloach Manot to
nearly all the residents of
Sderot. The contents of each package was bought and
assembled in Sderot, helping some of the store own-
ers who’s business have been impacted by the Kassim
rockets, due to the decline in shoppers.

This was a Purim that will long be remembered.
Mostly for the people, their resiliency, commitment and
love of the land and for the joy and happiness that we
brought them albeit for a little while. As long as Jews
are targets simply because they are Jews, we must con-
tinue to be there, to show our commitment and sup-
port and love for Am Yisroel and Eretz Yisroel. I hope
you all had a Purim Semeach and will enjoy a Chag
Kosher Pesach.
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vors were drafted for the defense of the country shortly
after their arrival. With little time for proper registra-
tions and identification, those who perished had grave-
stones marked only by a first name or nickname.

Those young soldiers were dedicated and ready
to fight for the idea of Zionism. In a letter dated Febru-
ary 22, 1948, Nehemya wrote: “We have no option but
to win, otherwise, G-d forbid, we may all perish. To die
we have two choices, as heroes or as our brothers died
in Europe.”

At the Manhattan Beach minyan, the students
who participated were well disciplined. No loud noises
disrupted the morning prayers. The atmosphere was
one of respect and devotion. Soon, it was the turn of the
twin bar mitzvah boys to receive their aliyot. As I
watched them, my thoughts dwelled on the tragic fate of
Nehemya, only nineteen when he was Kkilled in battle.
Serving as a medic, he died next to the wounded com-
rades he tried to help. The sight of twin boys proudly
becoming participants in the Jewish faith was oddly com-
forting. I later learned that the boys’ surrounded the
pos-bar mitzvah boys with congratulations. AsIwatched
their bright and joyful faces, I could not help but feel
that the Chanukah candles lit so many years ago by those
soldiers from the Plugah Datit continue to give off a
mystical glow in the hearts and minds of the young boys
who formed part of this special minyan in their memory.

PURIM AT THE FINKELMANS I

On Friday evening March 21st, over 35 new-
comers and some members of the Manhattan Beach
Jewish Center gathered in the home of Rabbi Daniel
and Tzippy Finkelman for a Purim/Shabbat meal.

The celebration consisting of songs, insights
as well as food food and drink lasted until 1:30 AM.
Many of the guests were very tipsy due to the many
L'Chaims and toasts that were offered. The meal
which included many favorites from the Russian, Is-
raeli, Georgian and Moroccan cuising, was prepared
by Mrs. Tzippy Finkelman.

Among the guests were Alec Teytel, Dr. & Mrs.
Goldberger, Mr. & Mrs. Lev Rivkin, Mr. Steven Myers,
Mr. & Mrs. Pakhman, Mrs. Lora Tzevtzeli, Mr. Ari
Kagan, Mrs. Kira Tal Tilis, Nina Wax, Lena Terletvka,
David Safir, and many others.

Continuted on Page 11
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| CLASSESONPESACH ||

On Wednesday evenings, April 9th and 16th,
Rabbi Yehoshua Zelikovitz will be devoting his
weekly classes to topics having to do with the holi-
day of Pesach. On April 9th at 7:45 PM, he will be
discussing, “Halacha or Overboard - Cleaning for
Pesach - What are We Required?” On April 16th
the topic will be “What are we permitted to eat on
Pesach”. As usual a light dinner will be served.
Please make every effort to attend.

SEDERS IN RUSSIAN I.ANGIIAGEI

On Sunday evening, April 20th, at 8:00 pm
Rabbi Daniel Finkelman will be holding a traditional
seder in Russian. For more information about the
program contact the Manhattan Beach Jewish Center
718-891-8700, from 2:00 - 5:00 PM, ask for Ma-
rina.

PROFILE OF A NEW MEMBER I

FAST OF THE FIRSTBORN I

Fast of the Firstborn (Hebrew: ohrufc ,hbg,,
Ta’anit B’khorim); is a unique fast day in Judaism
which usually falls on the day before Passover (i.e.
the fourteenth day of Nisan, a month in the Jewish
calendar. Passover always begins on the fifteenth of
the month). Usually, the fast is broken at a siyum
celebration (typically made at the conclusion of the
morning services), which, according to prevailing
custom, creates an atmosphere of rejoicing that over-
rides the requirement to continue the fast. This fast
commemorates the salvation of the Israelite first-
borns during the Plague of the Firstborn (according
to the Book of Exodus, the tenth of the ten plagues
wrought upon Ancient Egypt prior to the Exodus of
the Children of Israel), when, according to Exodus
(12:29): “...God struck every firstborn in the Land
of Mitzrayim (Ancient Egypt).... ” Unlike most Jew-
ish fast days, only firstborns are required to fast on
the Fast of the Firstborn. If the day before Passover
falls on Shabbat, most authorities rule that the fast
is set for the previous Thursday, and this has be-
come common practice. This is because it is forbid-
den to fast on Shabbat (except for where Yom Kip-
pur falls on Shabbat), and fasts are preferably not
set for Friday. Therefore on Thursday, April 17th
there will be two siyumim, one after the 6:00 am
minyan and the other after the 7:30 am minyan.

Steven J.
Meyers was born on
December 29, 1968
in Kiev, Ukraine,
and immigrated to
New York with his
family in 1979.

He graduated
Brandeis  High
school in Lawrence,
Long Island, and attended Hunter College where he
received a B.A. in Economics and Political Science.

Steven has two daughters: Erica - 8, and Michelle
- 15.

Currently, Steven is a partner and V.P. at a major
Wall Street boutique firm, and serves as a top finan-
cial education specialist, as well as product coordina-
tor with affiliation to major NYSE affiliated firms.

As a resident of Manhattan Beach, Steven was
approached by Rabbi Finkelman who introduced him
to the various programs the MBJC offers.

Recently, Steven joined as a member of the MB]C,
and was also called to be part of the exclusive Out-
reach Committee led by Rabbi Finkelman.

Rabbi Finkelman says about Mr. Meyers, “Steven
is contributing not only his time, and positive energy,
but also his financial experience which I'm sure will
be beneficial to our members who want to have fi-
nancial planning”.

We welcome Steven Meyers and his family to the
MBJC family!
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Hashofar Purim Greetings

"And Mordechai wrote these things and sent letters to all the Jews...
to enjoin them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month of Adar...”
Purim commemorates the saving of the Jewish communities from extermination.
In celebration of Purim, the people whose names are listed, wish to extend greeting to their families and friend

Rabbi & Mrs. Yehoshua Zelikovity & Family Dr. & Mrs. Oliver Klapper My. & Mrs. Arthur Solomon

Sisterbood MBJC

Mildred Altman

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bayroff

Sully & Nancy Bemak & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Josef & Sheina Berger
Ira & Pauline Bilus & Family
Marilyn Chernin & Jerry Meyerberg
Linda & Richard Drucker

Sheldon & Irene Fiedel

Sigmund Frucht

Ted Gelernter

Rabbi Shimon & Goldie Golding
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred & Evelyn Gollomp
Evelyn & Jay Haies

Marjorie Halper

Arline Harris

Shirley Heller

Leanore Huberman

The Jacobowitz Family

Leo & Estelle Katz

Ida & Sidney Kleinman

Ruth Kleinman

Dr. & Mrs. David Korman & Family
Shirley Krim

Myr. & Mrs. Mel Kwassman & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Allan & Bea Larkin
Libby Linner

Cecelia & Rubin Margnles

Geraldine Melinger & Family

Shelly & Oscar Mohl & Family

Lee & Murray Novick

Helen & Mark Orbach

Jocheved & Joseph Orbach & Family
Prina & Sidney Orbach

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Penn & Family
Dr. & Mrs. Yerucham Reich

Rosalie & Harold Rosenthal

Janet & Henry Ruston

Abraham & Esther Sher

Bea & Marty Slepoy

Vivian Weinrib
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